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OPINION

HISTORICAL EDITORIAL
Yes, Virginia,
thereisa
Santa Claus

BY FRANCIS P. CHURCH

Editor’s note: The following editorial, written by Francis
P. Church, first appeared in the New York Sun in 1897. It
was an immediate sensation and became one of the most
famous editorials ever written.

e take pleasure in answering thus prominently
Wthe communication below, expressing at the same

time our great gratification that its faithful author
is numbered among the friends of The Sun:

Dear Editor: I am 8 years old. Some of my little
friends say there is no Santa Claus. Papa says, “If you see
it in The Sun, it’s so.” Please tell me the truth, is there a
Santa Claus?

Virginia O’Hanlon, 115 W. 95th St.

Virginia: Your little friends are wrong. They have been
affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. They do not
believe except what they see. They think that nothing
can be which is not comprehensible by their little minds.
All minds, Virginia, whether they be men’s or children,
are little. In this great universe of ours, man is a mere in-
sect, an ant, in his intellect as compared with the bound-
less world about him, as measured by the intelligence ca-
pable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.

Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer-
tainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you
know that they abound and give to your life its highest
beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if
there were no Santa Claus! It would be as dreary as if
there were no Virginias. There would be no childlike
faith then, no poetry, no romance to make tolerable this
existence.

We should have no enjoyment, except in sense and
sight. The external light with which childhood fills the
world would be extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not be-
lieve in fairies. You might get your papa to hire men to
watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch
Santa Claus, but even if you did not see Santa Claus
coming down, what would that prove? Nobody sees
Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa
Claus. The most real things in the world are those that
neither children nor men can see. Did you ever see fair-
ies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that’s no
proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or
imagine all the wonders there are unseen and unseeable
in the world.

You tear apart the baby’s rattle and see what makes
the noise inside, but there is a veil covering the unseen
world which not the strongest man, nor even the united
strength of all the strongest men that ever lived could
tear apart. Only faith, poetry, love, romance, can push
aside that curtain and view and picture the supernal
beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, Virginia, in
all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.

No Santa Claus! Thank God! He lives and lives for-
ever. A thousand years from now, Virginia, nay 10 times
10,000 years from now, he will continue to make glad the
heart of childhood.
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The Rogue Valley Times welcomes original letters of 250 words
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oneletter or guest column every 30 days. Submissions on national
political issues orinternational geopolitical issues must showaclear
link or relevance to the local community. Submissions that contain
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and include the city of residence and a daytime phone number
for verification.

ADDITIONAL GUIDELINES

The Rogue Valley Times reserves the right to withhold letters that
address concernsaboutindividual services and products, or letters
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be edited for length, grammar, matters of taste or legal reasons.
Poetry, form letters, letters from third parties, and letters or Guest
Opinions submitted to other publications will not be accepted.
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RN in Ashland birthing center speaks out

BY JESSICA MOSHER

training in obstetrics. I love my job

and what I do. I went to school to be a
Registered Nurse to work in the Ashland
birth center.

My job is going to be nonexistent in
several months. These statements, nor
the continued statements, are in any
attempt to represent Asante or speak
on the behalf of Asante. These are the
statements of a nurse engaging in legal
concerted activity, sharing her and her
colleagues’ experiences — despite at-
tempts to silence them already.

My colleagues fear retaliation, and
rightfully so. HR contacted me on my
day off, sending an email to my per-
sonal email address, informing me a
meeting with them is “non-optional”
This is regarding a recent publica-
tion with JPR. I am not paid for cor-
responding with HR all day. I request
legal representation at the meeting; I
am told it is not allowed. I attended the
meeting at a completely inconvenient
time. It is stated that I will be paid for
the meeting (not the hours spent ar-

I am a registered nurse with specialty

ranging it on my day off). Only then,
noted on my time card for that day is
an “unexcused absence.” I request this
to be changed. No response. I share all
of this with my colleagues. They con-
tinue to be silenced by fear of work-
place retaliation. The work I love, in
the place I love, has already been taken
away. I am not afraid of my voice. It is
all we have left.

As nonunion employees, our jobs
will not be magically recreated at the
other hospital. They cannot make sev-
eral handfuls of dayshift and night-
shift positions and give them to non-
union employees whose jobs are be-
ing wiped out-the union protects the
interests of the union members, as it
rightfully should. Our “like” positions
will not exist. We now all sit in limbo,
promised a similar job will be created,
knowing the position could never ac-
tually exist.

I sent a letter to our supervisor after
a staff meeting in November, cover-
ing my concerns with staffing, patient
safety, the lapsing of midwifery pro-
viders, potential violations of Oregon
Administrative Rule, and accreditation

violations. It went unnoticed. We have
been told all year we are not closing.
We have expressed the growing con-
cern for the state of our department
and the missteps being pushed and val-
idated by admin that do not work at
the bedside or in any realm specific to
obstetrics. Emergency department staff
have voiced concerns about taking ob-
stetric patients and neonates. Provid-
ers have voiced concerns. We all have
mentioned the impending concerns
that our birth center will be closed and
safety will be compromised-the fore-
shadowing was evident, and then the
news broke.

Our voices and experiences are valu-
able when it comes to maintaining pa-
tient safety, yet they are continually
undervalued. We have pride in our
ability to deliver safe, quality patient
care to our community, and a growing
fear for what harm will come with this
shift to closure.

More interesting information
at: https://www.americasundoing.
com/p/the-fix-for-american-health-
care-already

Jessica Mosher lives in Talent.
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Tell Kotek how Oregon should
pay for state transportation

BY (BEND) BULLETIN EDITORIAL BOARD

ballot referral led by Republicans
A has put money for the Oregon

Department of Transportation at
a crossroads.

It’s not clear how the state will pay
for its transportation operations and
maintenance. The revenue measures
that would have been put in place by
the bill from this year’s special session
are suspended. No Tax Oregon sub-
mitted more than twice the number of
signatures necessary to put the ballot
referral on the November 2026 ballot.

“Transportation should not be a
partisan issue,” Gov. Tina Kotek said
last week. “It is something that we all
value. It is something we need. We
need to have reliable funding and that
has traditionally been a combination
of gas taxes and fees. We are going to
have to see what happens at the bal-
lot next November. In the meantime,
we have to solve our long-term trans-
portation needs across the state. The
way this works right now because the
ballot measure or referral has been
submitted is everything in that bill
has now been suspended. So we have
a budget hole at ODOT, so we have to
deal with that. And we have to come

back to Oregonians and say well: How
do you want to pay for your roads?”

Kotek said she is committed to
bringing greater accountability at
ODOT. That was in the special session
bill and she pledged to continue work-
ing on it.

“But even if we solve improved con-
fidence in the agency, the reality is
that we still have to pay for things,”
she continued. “We have to pay for
our roads, the paving, the mainte-
nance, the response when we have to
deal with plowing. That takes money.”

Transportation, economic devel-
opment and housing are some of the
issues reporters and editors from The
Bulletin and other Carpenter Me-
dia Group newspapers discussed last
Monday afternoon with Gov. Kotek.

She recently released a “Prosper-
ity Roadmap” meant to accelerate
growth, create jobs, retain and pro-
mote businesses.

“This is a coordinated effort in the
public and private sector to say we
have to get intentional about how we
have economic growth in our state
over the next decade,” she said. “We
need to see economic growth around
the state and we need to support busi-
nesses that have grown up here and

might want to expand and those that
might want to come here for what we
have to offer.... We have to ensure
that none of the things that we do as a
state get in the way of that economic
growth. We will be looking at permit-
ting and things like that.”

Improving housing affordabil-
ity and availability has been a con-
sistent priority for Kotek. One issue
many people have identified is ensur-
ing needed infrastructure is there so
housing can be built. When we spoke
to her Monday, she said water and
sewer upgrades and new service are
frequently needed.

“If there was one thing, when you
hear the national conversation go-
ing on about housing, that the federal
government could be helpful on is re-
ally increase the availability of grants
for public works improvements,” she
said. “In the past, those things have
been funded by the federal govern-
ment. This is where we really need an
infrastructure initiative from the fed-
eral government.”

Tell the governor what you think
the state should do about transpor-
tation funding. You can share your
opinion with her here: oregon.gov/
gov/Pages/share-your-opinion.



